Discussion Questions
For

Claudius Lysias

1. The name Lysias had a strong history in Greek culture. The Greek Orator Lysias made that family name famous. The named means “destroyer” probably because his oratory would destroy his opponents. What are the meanings and history of your name? How do you either reflect those meanings or give them new meaning? How does being “adopted” as a Christian give you a new name and new meaning?

2. Claudius Lysias was used to exercising power and authority. He did not back away from responsibility or challenges. How comfortable are you with your power and authority?  When have you seen someone miss-use their power or authority?  How did you feel about them?  What kinds of power and authority does someone gain when they become a Christian?

3. Paul was saved three times by this Roman Commander: from the mob in the temple; from the near riot in the Sanhedrin; from the assassination plot.  Correspondingly, Paul shielded Claudius Lysias from serious charges of breaking Roman law (putting a Roman citizen in chains and having him whipped).Who has done a saving intervention for you in your work, school, or life? How does that effect your friendship and loyalty to them? For whom can you intervene right now?  Make up a plan to do so.
4. Claudius Lysias took a real risk by committing half his troops to protect Paul and move him out of Jerusalem. Why do you think he used so many troops to protect Paul?  What do you think you might have done? Why? What can you do or use to protect those you care about?

5. In his letter to Felix, Claudius Lysias said he rescued Paul from the mob at the temple because, “I had learned that he is a Roman citizen” (Acts 23:27). It seems that he “fudged the facts” a bit, because he found out about Paul’s Roman citizenship after the riot.Why do you think he distorted the facts? When is it OK to distort the facts (tell a lie), or is it ever OK to do that? What are your determining guidelines and values around truth telling?

6. Felix refused to make a decision about Paul until Claudius Lysias was present (Acts 24:22). Why do you think that was the case? When you need to make a decision, what is the process you follow? How does that apply to spiritual decisions in your life?
7.   What decisions do you face right now? How will you make your decision?  


Who can help you decide?                                        
