Discussion Questions
For

The Centurion at the Cross

1. The Centurion had reached the top of his field.  He had climbed to the “top rung” of the ladder only to find out that it was against the wrong wall.  He made a radical change.   When or how have you experienced a radical change in the direction of your life?  What were the circumstances?  Who was involved?  What were your results?

2. The gladius/sword represented power in the first century Roman military.  What do people today see as points and symbols of power?  What happens when those power symbols get turned upside-down?  Who is the most powerful person you have encountered?  What made them powerful?  What makes you powerful?  Discuss the difference between internal power and external power.

3. The Centurion in this presentation was wearing elaborate and intricate armor made up of 350 individual pieces forming a solid protection for his body.  What do you see others using as “armor” to protect themselves?  What is your “armor?”  Discuss how some kinds of emotional or behavioral “armor” can both protect and isolate people.

4. Longinus saw Jesus change lots of people: Pilate, Pilate’s wife, Herod, Simon of Cyrene, Mary Magdalene, the thief on the cross.  Longinus experienced change too.  How has your encounter with Jesus changed you?  Your relationships?  Your values?  In other ways?

5. Acts 3:19 quotes Peter as saying that forgiveness and a new life in Jesus begin when we experience repentance (the Greek word means to change our mind and how we think) and when we are converted (the Greek word means to do an about-face and go a new direction).  What has changed the way you think spiritually?  What has given you a new direction in your faith life?  Where did you see the Centurion change his thinking and direction?  What led him to change?

6. The Centurion’s sandals sent a message: “If you want mercy…I’ll walk on you!”  After his encounter with Jesus, he learned to walk IN mercy, not ON mercy.  When have you felt “walked on?”  Describe your range of emotions.  Recall a time when someone showed you mercy. How did that feel?  Who needs your mercy?

7. The Centurion’s was the only voice at the cross that proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God.  He took a bold, public stand.  Have you taken a stand for Jesus?  If not, when will you do so?

